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they would forbid all Christian effort, and espe ^ially such
effort in their sacred city. They were long under the
rule of the Muhammadans, and were subjected by them
to grievous indignities, which they were helpless to av^~t
or resent; but their attachment to Hinduism, instead of
being diminished, was inflamed by the treatment ^ey
received, and during the semi-independent position they
held previous to coming under our sway they had both
the power and the will effectually to prevent the entrance
of a new antagonistic religion. The superior strength
and daring of the English were so signally shown in the
overthrow of Rajah Cheit-Singh by Warren Hastings,
that opposition to the new r&gime was seen-to be hope-
less, and the people quietly submitted to their new rulers.
So far as they knew the temper and policy of-the English,
they might conclude their religion would at their hands
not only be safe from violence, but protected from every
attempt at proselytism. The policy which would have
left Hinduism undisturbed was successfully opposed by
the Christian feeling of England, and the way was opened
for the -Christian missionary into the very fortress of
Hindu idolatry. For this entrance we are not in any
way indebted to the mildness of Hindu religionists, but
to the resolute, persevering, courageous effort of men
of God, who contended successfully against the worldly
selfishness which would have doomed the millions of
India to perpetual night
We have observed that mission operations were tenta-
tively begun in Benares in the second decade of this
century. The work was carried on in a very quiet unos-
tentatious manner. Some time elapsed before any open
aggiessive effort was put forth. If Bishop Heber's
counsel had been followed there would have been no